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LIST KS. JANA ZELAZNICKIEGO (W J. POLSKIM)
22.vi.1977

Ked=ztiddlo, dnis 22 lipca 1977 roku,

Szepowny Finie Iniynierze.

¥ uprzednoed odpdmiedsl na plexo z dnls 15 b.m. poisnde
ainie jazym garstke wisdcmofel © Ks. Prob. Asntonis Gerwelu.
Csobitclio pornalen Xe.Prob.Gerwela w Plokutach, gdzie glosi-
1oz kezanle odpustome. o Flekut jyrzyszedl ¥Xs.lerowel z Wigler,
2 = Plekut po kilku latech prizevzedl 4o Lysych w» zqoledztwie
Xyazyfice £ tu byl takie kilke lot. ¥a 2 lats przed ostataly
wojng otrzymal paralfe Fed:zidlo takieo w gsasiedztwie Nresxyfios
w powlecie Ontrod¢ckin,Fo wyduchu wpjny precomal w Ksdzidle,
o &nfea 9 kwictania 1980 roku zostal arcsatomany ! przez Goztapeo
odwieziony do Dzlaldows razem z ianymi., Fo G=iu dnfach pobytu
w Dzisddowle w troneporcio 1,500 osddb prrewieziony do Ilachau,
razen o mng. 0 G=iu tygodnisch kwarantanny w Dochou i bard:zo
clgikich rodvotach przy adowie garely, znows 1,500 0z6d wybrae
aych przovieziono w clolqeyeh wagonach Jdo Cuzen nsd Dunsjem
w Austrii., ¥ drodre 2o stacii kolejowed do0 obozu Guzen S kile=,
caly czes blogien doslownie pedroni bylifmy przez gostaporcdw
1 %ok dici, 2o pedio 5 4rupdw § 80 renmych. Ys. Cerwel pozoztol
w Guzeon, gdzie pracowal w kauieniolomach, & fa w» grupie 50 os.
bylem prreprowsdzony 4o Mauthauson, maciorzystego obozu Guzen,

Spotkeliény oig y;onomie dopiero 8 grudaia 1990 roku
mowu w Dachau, dokqd zvioezli werystiich Ksliqly z rédlnyeh odo-
zbw § razem ulokomali ne 3-ch dlokech tylko dla Xsig2y.Tu bylo
réinie, nawet od 25 marca 1991 roku 40 polowy ohyts wrieénis
mielidmy przywileje polegajace na 2ym, 20 wolni bylidsy ol pre-
oy wogdle 1 lepeze nieco nlelifmy fycie, ale po prrywilelach
odbill to wiolokrotnie do tego stopnia, 2o dziennie priynoszone
: precy §o S5=iu trupdiw Kelgly. Xeigle polesey w tym czasie Zudoe-
wall krematoriun leezaie z gazomnig { plerws!l miel!l jyrizejte
przoz tg gazownig f Krematoriunm, taka Lyls decyzja zarzgdu obo=
zu. ¥ tyzfo czampic organizoweno xomando Lzweliddw podrdl wigé-
nidw pod haelen poyrawy warunkdw iycia w spec jalaym odozie 4la
inwsliddw, pozostawsnia tem Doz pracy i = nadzieJy predszego

/. zwolnfenis do doswi.
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fonlewsl dobrowolale z laszajecych oig na te oblotnice goste-
powakio bylo przy =80, wig¢c zarzedzono generslng zdidrke Esigiy pol-
fkich, w czasie ktérej wybramo tylu, 1lu bylo potrzedaych. Razem chy=-
ba wybrano lgcmnie z dobrowolniec sig zgloseonymi grudo ponad 500 os. |
I nicstety nie do odoru l2ejszego dia inwalidéw ez precy i =z nodzie-
34 ozybezege zwolnienia do domu, sle po kilicu tygoinisch tych inwali-
déw oddzielono na specjalny blok I codziennie wioczoresm, kiedy caly
obdz srell spal, brano po 50 ludzi inwaliddéw, prowsdrono do 2atnf,
kazano rozebrad sig 1 dawano kafdemn tylko spdnfe drelichowe 1 takaz
nerynarke, wyprowsdrano 4o fazochodu gazomnt { w drodze <o kremator.
truto.Jiedy uruwchoniono Jui gazosniy przy kromatorfum, tem truto. Tek
tginglo naszyeh 500 polskich Xaigly. Tek tol z2ging? 4p. Fs. Frodoszes
Antoni Cerwel z tq réinieq, 20 x=arz émlercig naturalng w baraku 4la
inwaliddw, jako chory na 202sdok, 8 spalony w krematorium. Dla caloset
podaje 1 to, fe niestety /o ilec sig nie m=yle / Ks, Antoni dodromolnie
tgtoeil elg do inwelidéw i przed zabraniem go na bDlok inweliddéw bylem
u niego, polegnalidny sig 4 zlolyliAny sodie wrojomnie 2yczenis priae-
2ycia odozu, wojny 1 powrotu szczgéliiwmogo do Polski. Niestety stalo
ineczel, Ja powrdeilem, a On odezed’ do Pena, ktérego byl wiernyz
slugq 1 kapilanes wzorowm. ‘
flutyd adrosen kogo#, kto olise) mnal Stryjca, nie Jjestem
¥ =0inodci, bo wapdlkoledzy, ktérzy Go dodrze maell, a2 nie iyiq
s m2odozych Je nie muam. Gdydy z8é «hodzilo o akta nieboszezyks, to
takowe posiada Eurja Blakupia w Loasy, ul Sasdows 3 - kod,18-400,

FKoficzgo gordo tyoh wiadcmoficl o fp. Ko, Proboszeru
Antonim Cerwolu, lgczg ¢ls WSzanownego Pana Inlyniera
wyrazy naleinego szac

¥
' 3

v,

A lanite]
Zolatatext /. ()
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LETTER FROM FR JOHN ZELAZNICKI (N ENGLISH)
22.vi1.1977

Kadzidto, 22™ of July 1977
Sir,

In a reply to a letter of 15" of July I inform that | have a few recollections about Father Anthony Gerwel. | got acquainted with him
in Piekuty, where | was giving a homily during parish fair (verbena). :

Father Gerwel came to Piekuty from Wigry, and after few years he moved to tyse n. Myszyhiec. There he spent another few years.
Two years before the outbreak of the Il World War he got a parish priest post in Kadzidto, a village not far from Myszyniec in
Ostrotfeka county.

After the war outbreak he ministered in Kadzidto and on 9™ of April 1940 was arrested by German Gestapo. With many others he
was transported to Soldau concentration camp (Dziatdowo). After 9 days he was sent in a transport of 1,500 prisoners to Dachau
concentration camp. | was one of them.

After 6 weeks of so-called quarantine and heavy slave labour at garages’ construction he was again transported, together with
1,500 selected prisoners, in cattle train wagons to Gusen on Danube river in Austria.

On the 5 km long road from train station do the Gusen camp the prisoners hadto run driven by and beaten by Gestapo — 5 of the
prisoners did not survive and perished, 80 more got injured.

Fr Gerwel stayed in Gusen where he slaved in quarries while | was taken.in a group-of 50 people to Mauthausen — Gusen’s home
camp.

We met again on 8™ of December 1940, in Dachau, where Germans took all the priests from various camps and placed them in 3
special prisoners’ huts. The life there changed there with time. From 25" of March 1941 till probably mid of September 1941 we
enjoyed certain privileges. We were not forced to do any work and.we-had a bit better living conditions. But when Germans ended
these privileges they took vengeance: there were days when up to 5 priests did not survive daily slave workload. Polish priests
were then forced to work on crematorium construction, togéth_er V\{&h;_gasworks plant. They were obviously planned by the camp’s
authorities to be first victims of the new facilities. J o ~,A, ‘;-.-;J'.‘

At that time the Germans organised also a so-called ”invaIids"'woﬁe‘compgh‘ndo". They attempted to entice the prisoners to join it
with promises of better living conditions in a special camp for‘invalids'and those unable to work, of work-free internment and
sooner release. But the number of volunteers was low so the Germans ordered a general roll-call of Polish priests and selected a
required group. Together with the volunteers that was more than 500 people.

A camp with a lighter regime, work-free, with a perspective of forthcoming release for inmates they were obviously not taken to.
Quite contrary — after few weeks they were separated from other priests and herded into a special hut. Every evening when the
prisoners were going to the sleeping huts the Germans would take 50 invalids out of their hut, would lead into a shower, ask to
undress and give them denim pants and jacket. Then they forced them into a truck that was supposed to take them
to the crematorium. On the way they were gassed. Where gasworks were completed the prisoners were murdered there.

In a such a way 500 Polish priests perished. Among them was Father Gerwel. He however died before being sent to be gassed, in his
bunk, from ‘stomach ulcer’. Next’he was cremated.

To complete a picture | must add that, if | am not mistaken, Fr Anthony was one of the volunteers to the invalids’ commando.
Before going the invalids’ hut | visited him, we bid our farewell and wished ourselves all the best and survival of the war and
successful return to Poland.

It was not to be. I did return but he perished and went to the Lord whom he faithfully and faultlessly served.

| am not able to help with addresses of others who knew your Uncle. Those that might have known have already gone, | do not
know the younger,ones. Fr Gerwel’s documents and acts are held in Diocesan Curia in tomza [...]

Please accept these few memories about Fr Anthony Gerwel and accept sincere wishes

Fr John Zelaznicki

[~
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Antoni Gerwel z bra¢mi B ' ‘ : Anthony Gerwel with brothers

o
Antoni Gerwel na rodzinnym pogrzebie Anthony Gerwel at family funeral
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Karta rejestracyjna (KL Mauthausen-Gusen) Reglstratlon/gumerfc card (KL Mauthausen-Gusen)

Zrédfo: https://arolsen-archives.org / sourcq’ https://arolsen-archives.org
/ /

Registration card (KL Dachau)

source: https://arolsen-archives.or,
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Death certificate (KL Dachau)

source: https://arolsen-archives.or,
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Swiadectwo ,,obdukcji '
Zrédto: https://arolsen-archive: - /

,Coroner” report (KL Dachau)

source: https:,

arolsen-archives.or;
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Swiadectwo zgonu z 1948 (KL Dachau) .
Zrodto: https:[[arolsen-archives.org/

Death certificate 1948 (KL Dachau)

source: https://arolsen-archives.or,
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Letter of ,condolence” (KL Dachau)
source: https://arolsen-archives.or,

List ,,kondolencyjny” (KL}D'achau)
Zrédto: httgs:[{arolsen-archiyés.org
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