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LETTER FROM FR JOHN ŻELAŹNICKI (IN ENGLISH) 
22.VII.1977 

Kadzidło, 22
nd

 of July 1977 

Sir, 

In a reply to a letter of 15
th

 of July I inform that I have a few recollections about Father Anthony Gerwel. I got acquainted with him 
in Piekuty, where I was giving a homily during parish fair (verbena). 

Father Gerwel came to Piekuty from Wigry, and after few years he moved to Łyse n. Myszyniec. There he spent another few years. 
Two years before the outbreak of the II World War he got a parish priest post in Kadzidło, a village not far from Myszyniec in 
Ostrołęka county. 

After the war outbreak he ministered in Kadzidło and on 9
th

 of April 1940 was arrested by German Gestapo. With many others he 
was transported to Soldau concentration camp (Działdowo). After 9 days he was sent in a transport of 1,500 prisoners to Dachau 
concentration camp. I was one of them. 

After 6 weeks of so-called quarantine and heavy slave labour at garages’ construction he was again transported, together with 
1,500 selected prisoners, in cattle train wagons to Gusen on Danube river in Austria. 

On the 5 km long road from train station do the Gusen camp the prisoners had to run driven by and beaten by Gestapo – 5 of the 
prisoners did not survive and perished, 80 more got injured. 

Fr Gerwel stayed in Gusen where he slaved in quarries while I was taken in a group of 50 people to Mauthausen – Gusen’s home 
camp. 

We met again on 8
th

 of December 1940, in Dachau, where Germans took all the priests from various camps and placed them in 3 
special prisoners’ huts. The life there changed there with time. From 25

th
 of March 1941 till probably mid of September 1941 we 

enjoyed certain privileges. We were not forced to do any work and we had a bit better living conditions. But when Germans ended 
these privileges they took vengeance: there were days when up to 5 priests did not survive daily slave workload. Polish priests 
were then forced to work on crematorium construction, together with gasworks plant. They were obviously planned by the camp’s 
authorities to be first victims of the new facilities. 

At that time the Germans organised also a so-called “invalids’ work commando”. They attempted to entice the prisoners to join it 
with promises of better living conditions in a special camp for invalids and those unable to work, of work-free internment and 
sooner release. But the number of volunteers was low so the Germans ordered a general roll-call of Polish priests and selected a 
required group. Together with the volunteers that was more than 500 people. 

A camp with a lighter regime, work-free, with a perspective of forthcoming release for inmates they were obviously not taken to. 
Quite contrary – after few weeks they were separated from other priests and herded into a special hut. Every evening when the 
prisoners were going to the sleeping huts the Germans would take 50 invalids out of their hut, would lead into a shower, ask to 
undress and give them denim pants and jacket. Then they forced them into a truck that was supposed to take them 
to the crematorium. On the way they were gassed. Where gasworks were completed the prisoners were murdered there. 

In a such a way 500 Polish priests perished. Among them was Father Gerwel. He however died before being sent to be gassed, in his 
bunk, from ‘stomach ulcer’. Next he was cremated. 

To complete a picture I must add that, if I am not mistaken, Fr Anthony was one of the volunteers to the invalids’ commando. 
Before going the invalids’ hut I visited him, we bid our farewell and wished ourselves all the best and survival of the war and 
successful return to Poland. 

It was not to be. I did return but he perished and went to the Lord whom he faithfully and faultlessly served. 

I am not able to help with addresses of others who knew your Uncle. Those that might have known have already gone, I do not 
know the younger ones. Fr Gerwel’s documents and acts are held in Diocesan Curia in Łomża […] 

Please accept these few memories about Fr Anthony Gerwel and accept sincere wishes 

Fr John Żelaźnicki
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DOKUMENTY I ZDJĘCIA / DOCUMENTS AND PHOTOS 

 
Antoni Gerwel z braćmi Anthony Gerwel with brothers 

 
Antoni Gerwel na rodzinnym pogrzebie Anthony Gerwel at family funeral 
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Karta rejestracyjna (KL Mauthausen-Gusen) 

źródło: https://arolsen-archives.org 
Registration/numeric card (KL Mauthausen-Gusen) 

source: https://arolsen-archives.org 

 
Karta rejestracyjna (KL Dachau) 

źródło: https://arolsen-archives.org 
Registration card (KL Dachau) 

source: https://arolsen-archives.org 

https://arolsen-archives.org/
https://arolsen-archives.org/
https://arolsen-archives.org/
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Świadectwo śmierci (KL Dachau) 

źródło: https://arolsen-archives.org 
Death certificate (KL Dachau) 

source: https://arolsen-archives.org 

https://arolsen-archives.org/
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Świadectwo „obdukcji lekarskiej” (KL Dachau) 

źródło: https://arolsen-archives.org 
„Coroner” report (KL Dachau) 

source: https://arolsen-archives.org 
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Świadectwo zgonu z 1948 (KL Dachau) 

źródło: https://arolsen-archives.org 
Death certificate 1948 (KL Dachau) 

source: https://arolsen-archives.org 
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List „kondolencyjny” (KL Dachau) 

źródło: https://arolsen-archives.org 
Letter of „condolence” (KL Dachau) 

source: https://arolsen-archives.org 
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